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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 


OF  THE 

Bedlingtonshire  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  tho  aKseiicp  of  Dr.  Trotter  I beg  to  submit  the  Fourteenth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your  District  for  the  Year 
1914. 

In  considering  such  we  must  not  neglect  the  fact  that  owing  to  the  pre.sent 
Crisis  the  Local  Authority  has  not  only  been  expected  to  administer  sanitation 
to  the  Civil  Population,  but  their  energies  have  also  been  devoted  to  the  iuteiests 
of  the  Military  in  order  that  troops  in  the  district  might  be  billeted  under  the 
most  favourable  sanitatary  condition.s.  Under  such  circumstances  a consider- 
able amount  of  work  has  l)een  done  at  Cambois,  Sleek  burn  and  Bedlington, 
and  in  the  majoilty  of  cases  our  a.ssistance  in  matters  relating  to  the  Health  of 
'froops  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Military  Anthorities.  Unfortun- 
ately in  certain  cases,  due  to  the  apparant  inconpietence  of  Military  officials, 
the  co-operation  between  l ocal  and  Military  Authorities  has  not  been  productive 
of  results  in  such  a harmonious  manner  as  they  might  have  been.  However 
the  results  have  been  most  gratifying  in  as  much  as,  not  a single  notifiable 
infectious  disease  occurred  amongst  the  troops  billeted  in  Bedlingtonshire. 

ESTIMATED  POPULATION. 

The  Population  to  mid-year  is  estimated  at  26,500. 

The  question  of  population  is  a matter  which  needs  consideration,  and  the 
number  estinmted  is  a very  fair  basis  on  which  one  might  calculate.  Not  only 
was  this  the  population  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  but  when  we  consider 
the  number  of  recruits  and  reservists  from  Bedlingtonshire  who  have  joined 
the  colours  and  the  number  of  troops  billeted  in  the  district  the  ])resent  popu- 
lation will  be  little  affected. 


DEATH  RATE. 

During  the  year  305  deaths — 162  of  males  and  143  of  females — were 
registered  in  the  district.  From  the  Registrar  General’s  Returns  there  were 
5 outward  transfers  and  19  inward  transfers  credited  and  debited  to  the  shire, 
making  the  total  net  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  319.  This  is  equivahmt 
to  an  annual  Death  Rate  of  12  03  per  1000,  comjiared  with  the  annual  Death 
Bate  for  the  previous  year  which  was  13  2 per  1000. 

The  Death  Rate  of  those  registered  in  the  district  is  11  *5  per  1000. 

The  Corrected  Death  Pate,  i.e.  coirected  for  difference  of  sex  and  age 
constitution  is  estimated  by  multi])lying  the  Death  Rate  by  the  factor  1 016, 
and  thus  the  rate  works  out  at  12  23  per  1000. 
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BIRTH  RATE. 

Tlio  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  was  857— 
409  of  l)oys  and  448  of  girls.  In  addition  there  were  3 inward  transfers^  all 
females,  making  the  number  of  births  cieditable  to  district  in  Boys  409,  (jirls 
451,  a total  of  860.  This  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  Birth  Rate  of  32-4.  In 
addition  26  illegitimate  births  — 14  of  males  and  12  of  females — were  registered 
giving  the  total  number  of  births  in  the  district  as  886,  wnich  is  equivalent  to 
an  annual  Birth  Rate  of  33-4  per  1000,  compared  with  the  rate  last  year  of 
31-5  per  1000. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

107  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  was  registeied  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  This  means  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  120  per  1000  Births. 
This  figure  is  somewhat  higher  than  it  might  have  been,  and  when  one  con- 
siders that  out  of  319  deaths  attributed  to  the  district  at  all  ages,  107  have 
occurred  under  1 year,  we  must  naturally  come  to  the  conclusion  that  thought- 
lessness, negligence,  carelessness,  and  incompetence  on  the  part  of  the  mother 
must  play  a great  role  in  such  a case. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  16  deaths  and  Bronchitis  7,  yet  there  is  no 
reason  why  Summer  Diarrhoea  should  account  for  24,  and  Prematurity  and 
Debility  46.  In  Summer  Diarrhoea  it  is  essential  that  domestic  precautions, 
in  the  manner  of  cold  storing  of  milk  and  other  foods  should  be  recogni-sed  ; 
cleanliness  of  persons  and  utensils  is  essential,  whilst  the  destruction  of  flies  as 
causes  of  the  disease  is  necessary  means  of  prevention  of  spread. 

In  considering  the  serious  question  of  deaths  from  Prematurity  and 
Debility  one  is  face  to  face  with  this  gross  negligence  displayed  by  the  mother 
during  the  child’s  i)re  natal  and  post  natal  state.  Their  careless  and  unhealthy 
way  of  living  accounts  for  the  greater  number  of  cases  of  Prematurity,  whilst 
their  ignorance  disiflayed  in  the  feeding  of  the  infant  accounts  for  the  greater 
number  of  cases  of  death  from  Debility.  Mothers  must  recognise  that  the 
Breast  Food  is  a perfect  food,  and  if  the  mother  is  compelled  to  feed  the  child 
artiflcally  then  she  must  imitate  the  constitution  of  mother’s  milk  as  near  as 
she  possibly  can.  Hence,  Cow’s  milk,  clean  and  properly  prepared,  if  given 
to  the  child  in  a |>roper  and  regular  manner  is  decidedly  more  suitable  than 
all  the  greatly  vaunted  patent  foods. 

It  is  only  by  recognition  and  application  of  such  facts  that  the  Infantile 
Mortality  rate  will  be  lowered  and  the  adoption  of  the  Notiflcation  Births  Act 
190/,  supplemented  by  Health  Visitors,  will  be  unnecessary. 


Summary  of  Births  for  Year  ending  31st  Dec.,  1914. 


Ward. 

Boys'. 

Births. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Boys. 

Deaths. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Nether  ton 

29 

27 

56 

11 

10 

21 

Bedlington 

118 

108 

226 

43 

38 

81 

Sleekburn 

101 

118 

219 

33 

40 

73 

28 

Cambois 

35 

33 

68 

13 

15 

West  Sleekburn 

19 

23 

42 

12 

7 

19 

Choiipington 

107 

139 

246 

50 

33 

83 

409 

448 

857 

162 

143 

305 

Illegitimate  Births  — 

•Males  14, 

Females  12. 

Inward  Transfers-  3 Females. 
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Summary  op  Deaths  Rf^gistered  in  the  District,  1914. 


Nelherton.  Bedlington. 

, Sleekburn. 

Cainbois. 

W.SIeekburn.  Choppington.  Total. 

M 

F 

xM  P 

JI 

p 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

January 

0 

0 

6 1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6 

2 

13 

6 

Februai’y 

0 

0 

4 3 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

5 

1 

15 

7 

March 

2 

0 

3 3 

4 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

4 

13 

11 

Api’il 

0 

1 

2 5 

1 

5 

2 

0 

2 

1 

5 

4 

12 

16 

May 

1 

1 

7 3 

3 

7 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

4 

13 

17 

J line 

1 

0 

0 1 

4 

3 

0 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

9 

8 

July 

1 

1 

5 3 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

10 

10 

August 

1 

3 

4 2 

5 

3 

3 

1 

4 

0 

9 

6 

26 

15 

Sejitember 

1 

0 

7 7 

3 

4 

1 

3 

1 

0 

5 

2 

18 

16 

October 

0 

0 

1 4 

3 

3 

2 

1 

0 

1 

4 

0 

10 

9 

November 

2 

3 

4 2 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

15 

14 

December 

2 

1 

0 4 

2 

3 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 

4 

8 

14 

11  10  43  38 

33 

40 

13 

1 5 

12 

7 

50 

33 

162  143 

Births. 

January 

3 

0 

16 

9 

11 

8 

1 

3 

0 

2 

6 

15 

37 

37 

FeVii'uary 

4 

4 

6 

5 

5 

11 

3 

3 

1 

1 

6 

8 

25 

32 

March 

1 

0 

17 

9 

10 

< 

0 

4 

3 

4 

10 

14 

41 

38 

April 

2 

1 

3 

10 

3 

8 

3 

0 

0 

0 

7 

14 

18 

33 

M ay 

3 

2 

9 

11 

10 

10 

3 

4 

1 

1 

4 

7 

30 

35 

J une 

0 

u 

4 

12 

10 

7 

9 

2 

2 

1 

2 

22 

16 

46 

43 

July 

1 

4 

12 

8 

12 

11 

1 

2 

2 

3 

10 

12 

38 

40 

August 

3 

5 

15 

12 

4 

9 

4 

5 

1 

4 

11 

9 

38 

44 

September 

2 

1 

5 

4 

14 

13 

7 

5 

1 

0 

9 

9 

38 

32 

October 

3 

n 

o 

7 

11 

13 

10 

4 

1 

1 

2 

6 

12 

34 

39 

November 

2 

1 

10 

13 

8 

13 

0 

3 

4 

2 

8 

11 

32 

43 

December 

3 

2 

6 

6 

4 

9 

7 

1 

4 

2 

8 

12 

32 

32 

29 

27 

118 

108  1 

01 

118 

35 

33 

19 

23 

107 

139 

409 

448 

5 Outward  and  19  Inward  Transferable  Deaths,  making  the  total  net  deaths 

319. 

Consideration  of  Table  III  shows  that  there  were  5 deaths  from  Enteric 
Fever,  one  of  these  occuri-ing  in  Hospital.  The  cause  of  death  in  this  case  was 
not  entii'ely  caused  by  the  fever,  but  the  severe  condition  of  Bed  sores  due  to 
careless  nursing  previous  to  admittance  into  hos[)ital. 

Only  1 death  occurred  from  Scarlet  Fever,  whilst  110  cases  occurred  in 
the  district. 

Pulmonai-y  Tubeiculosis  accounted  for  19  deaths,  and  no  doubt  this  will 
be  considei-ably  minimised  by  early  recognition  of  the  disease  through  the  new 
Tuberculosis  Regulations,  followed  up  by  Sanatorium  Treatment  under  the 
Insurance  Act. 

Pneumonia  was  the  cause  of  35  deaths,  16  of  these  occurring  under  1 
year  of  age. 

Meningitis,  other  than  Tuberculosis,  accounted  for  8 deaths,  4 of  these 
occurring  in  Choppington.  All  these  cases  were  of  the  nature  of  Post  Basal 
Meningitis  and  no  doubt  have  been  caused  by  an  attenuated  forms  of  the 
organism  productive  of  Acute  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis. 
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There  >vere  6 deaths  dee  to  Diphtheria,  whilst  35  cases  were  notifled_ 
Perliai)s  the  fullest  advantage  is  not  taken  of  Bacteriological  Examination  of 
the  Svvat)  from  the  Throat  in  suspected  cases,  as  recognition  ni  these  cases  could 
prove  of  great  value  in  preventing  the  sju'ead  of  this  infection. 

GENERAL  CONSIDERATION  OF  DEATH  TABLE. 


The  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  can  easily  be 
accounted  for  by  the  unfavourable  weather  at  the  early  part  of  the  year,  ihe 
(rreatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  February  and  were  principally  among 
children,  and  during  a [leriod  whilst  measles  was  present  in  e[)idemic  form, 
with  the  result  that  either  an  early  or  late  Broncho  Pneumonia  occurred  in 
many  cases.  Fifty-six  cases  occurred  in  the  extremes  of  life,  and  no  doubt  in 
several  cases  the  strain  due  to  the  present  war  crisis  accounts  for  these  deaths. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  further  mention  relating  to  the 
deaths  due  to  Prematurity  and  Debility,  let  us  only  hope  that  the  advice  given 
may  be  acted  upon  with  a hope  of  reduction  in  Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  only  4 deaths  from  Measles  and  4 deaths  from  Whooping 
Cough,  which  is  very  satisfactory  considering  the  prevalence  of  both  diseases 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 


TABLE  IllA. 


Allocation  of  Zymotic  Deaths  to  Sub-Districts. 


Netherton. 

Bedlington. 

Sleekburn. 

Cambois. 

j West  Sleekburn. 

j Choppington. 

Whole  District. 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

1 

1 

5 

2 

Small-pox 

3 

Measles 

1 

3 

4 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

1 

4 

G 

Diphtheria  &,  Croup 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

7 

Diarrhaia  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years) 

5 

4 

4 

14 

27 

Total 

3 

10 

7 

5 

1 

21 

47 

CONSIDERATION  OF  THE  PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


During  the  year  1 10  ca.ses  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  notified,  the  disease 
having  occurred  in  all  jiarts  of  the  district,  but  principally  at  Choppington 
which  is  credited  with  46  cases.  This  is  certainly  excessive  and  can  only  be 
accounted  for  by  the  indiscriminate  hou.se  to  house  visitation  which  people  are 
in  the  habit  of  paying  in  the  district,  although  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
Infection  is  one  of  direct  contact  of  the  healthy  and  infected,  yet  a third  party 
may  act  as  a carrier.  Again  it  is  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease  that  infec- 
tion is  most  likely  and  this  is  the  time  that  persons  are  in  the  habit  of  foolishly 
coming  in  contact  with  the  sick. 
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35  cases  of  Diplitheria  were  notified  during  the  year,  1 5 of  these  occui  ring 
in  Redlington. 

During  the  year  31  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  the  district.  These 
were  as  follows:  Redlington  14,  Sleekhurn  12,  West  Sleekbnrn  2,  (Jhoppington  2 
Cainbois  1.  As  in  former  years  there  was  not  a case  notified  from  Netherton. 

Some  of  the  cases  were  Typhoid  Fever,  whilst  others  were  of  the  Paraty- 
phoid Type.  As  in  foiiner  years  st^veral  ca.ses  occurred  in  certain  parts  of 
Bedlington  and  Sleekl)iirn,  Barringtoti  being  principally  affected  in  the  latter 
ward.  Most  cases  occurred  in  the  privy  midden  part  of  the  district,  which 
bears  out  the  fact  that  the  House  Fly  is  the  carrier  of  the  disease.  Although 
the  House  Fly  iti  certain  cases  could  be  traced  as  a possible  carrier  of  the 
disease  and  particularly  in  cases  which  had  occurreil  in  the  privy  midden  |)art 
of  the  district.  Yet  in  several  cases  infection  must  have  taken  place  by  inhal- 
ation since  deafne.ss  was  an  early  symptom  of  the  disease.  Moreover  rise  and 
fall  of  ground  water  in  these  low  lying  infected  areas  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  the  spread  by  inhalation. 

Some  authorities  con.sider  the  spread  of  Enteric  Fever  by  the  ingestion  of 
infected  Shell  Fish  to  be  quite  common,  but  not  a single  case  of  Enteric  Fever 
in  the  shire  could  be  traced  to  the  consumption  of  such  food.  Moreover  on 
investigation  of  cases  where  Sliell  Fish  have  been  consumed  from  the  River 
Blyth  not  one  of  these  ca.ses  developed  Enteric  Fever. 

At  the  outbreak  of  this  infection,  a notice  was  placed  near  the  River 
warning  })ersons  of  the  danger  of  eating  Shell  Fish  from  the  river  bed.  This 
was  done  not  because  the  Local  Authorities  considered  such  food  a cause  of  the 
disea.se  but  simply  as  a precautionary  measure. 

17  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  with  one  death. 

The  question  of  destruction  of  infected  Shell  Fish  Beds  has  been  a diffi- 
cult matter,  but  under  the  new  Public  Health  (Shell  Fish)  Regulations,  1915, 
this  problem  has  been  solved. 

In  all  ca.ses  where  removal  to  Hospital  is  necessary  it  is  essential  that 
they  be  admitteil  in  as  early  a stage  of  the  disease  as  possible. 

As  in  the  Bacteriological  Examination  in  cases  of  Diphtheria,  the  value 
of  Widals  reaction  is  not  so  fully  appi’eciated  as  it  might  be. 

At  the  request  of  the  Military  Authority,  Red  Letters  in  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever,  have  been  placed  on  infected  houses  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

A Special  Report  relating  to  the  prevalence  of  Enteric  Fever  was  for- 
warded to  the  Local  Government  Board.  This  report  comprised  in  addition  to 
a general  account  of  the  origin,  character  and  circumstances  of  the  outbreak, 
information  as  follows:  date  of  notification  of  each  case,  first  visit  by  M.G.  H., 
Water  supply.  Milk  su|)idy,  possibility  of  infection  by  food,  e.g.  Shell  Fish, 
Drainage,  Sewage  disposal.  Sanitary  condition  of  Infected  Houses,  and  method 
of  preventing  the  spread  of  the  Disease. 

German  Measles  of  a mild  type  and  Mumps  were  prevalent  in  Bedlington 
and  Sleekbnrn  during  February  and  March. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  several  parts  of  the  district  during 
•March  and  April  and  again  in  October  and  November. 

Ca.ses  of  Measles  occurred  at  Chopjiington  in  October  and  November, 
whilst  other  parts  of  the  district  have  been  comparatively  free.  In  no  case 
was  there  any  School  closure  recommended. 
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A few  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  occurred  aL  Sleekburn  in  October. 

A suspected  case  of  Smali-pox  at  North  Blyth  and  of  another  at  BedHng- 
ton  were  reported,  but  in  neither  of  the  cases  was  the  disease  present. 

Owin"  to  the  cool  summer  there  were  few  cases  of  Epidemic  Enteritis  in 
the  district,  and  tlie  prevalence  of  this  disease  was  very  short. 

Durincr  the  whole  year  tliis  district  has  been  subject,  like  all  other  districts 
to  Epidemic  Influenza.  Various  forms  of  this  disease  has  presented  itself  and 
undoubtedly  the  organisms  of  infection  has  been  different  in  each  case  I he 
prevalence  of  this  disease  was  most  marked  during  the  monUis  of  Octobei 
November  and  December,  and  the  movement  and  marching  of  Troops  through 
various  parts  of  the  district  has  been  the  means  of  carrying  in  the  infection. 
Moreover  the  Equine  Pace  has  probably  been  as  potent  a carrier  of  infection 
as  the  Human  Being. 

Since  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  became  notifiable  on  April  1st,  4 cases 
have  been  notified. 


15  cases  of  Erysipelas  have  been  notified  from  various  parts  of  the  district. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified  during  the  year,  which 
can  certainly  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  expectant  mothers  under  the 
Maternity  Benefit  are  now  able  to  secure  the  skill  of  the  Medical  Practitioner 
in  such  cases  instead  of  the  services  of  many  incompetent  women. 


Under  the  Tuberculosis  orders  56  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
26  cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculo.sis  were  notified.  .Sever.il  cases  of  Pul- 
monary Tuberculosis  have  received  Sanatorium  4’reatment  under  the  Insurance 
Act  with  markedly  good  results.  A few  cases  even  after  Sanatorium  treat- 
ment have  been  sufficiently  sound  in  health  to  be  considered  medically  tit  for 
the  Army.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  people  will  recognise  the  imjjroved  condition 
in  health  of  those  who  have  joined  the  Army  and  fully  ai)preciate  the  value  of 
fresh  air  in  maintaining  health.  Moreover  it  is  anticii)ated  that  men  who 
return  from  the  army  will  live  a life  as  near  as  possible  to  the  open  air  life  of 
the  soldier. 


17  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

In  the  latter  part  of  December  a few  military  cases  of  Measles  were  ad- 
mitted from  Cambois.  With  the  possibility  of  further  demands  being  made 
by  the  Military  Authority  six  additional  Beds  were  purchased  making  a total 
of  20  Beds  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

No  call  has  been  made  upon  the  Small-|)ox  Hospital. 

TABLE  X. 


Sub-districts. 

Population 
to  middle  of 
1914. 

I’lirths 

(nett) 

Deaths 

(nelt) 

Infants 
Deaths  (nett) 

Cases  of 
notifiable 
infectious 
disease. 

Nether  ton 

2012 

56 

21 

10 

23 

Bedlington 

6789 

226 

81 

36 

62 

Sleekburn 

6360 

219 

73 

24 

28 

C’amltois 

2880 

68 

28 

6 

15 

West  Sleekburn  ... 

2640 

42 

19 

2 

7 

Choppington 

5810 

246 

83 

29 

60 

Whole  districts 

26500 

857 

305 

107 

195 

9 


Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

Permanent  Temporary 

No.  of  Beds.  Hospital.  Hospital. 

For  cases  of  Small-pox  8 8 nil, 

„ „ ,,  Infectious  disease 

other  than  Small-pox  20  20  nil, 

HOUSING. 

74  certificates  for  new  houses  have  been  issued  during  the  year,  consisting 
of  Sleekburn  11,  Bedlington  10,  Netherton  5,  Bomarsund  40,  Stakeford  3, 
Cambois  1. 

This  is  a considerable  increase  on  last  year  and  no  doubt  would  have  been 
much  greater  had  not  the  war  brought  building  to  an  abrupt  termination. 

In  several  cases  the  class  of  house  has  been  very  good,  with  every  sanitary 
improvement. 

Although  it  might  have  been  said  at  one  part  of  the  year  there  was  a 
definite  shortage  of  houses,  yet  the  present  ci'isis  has  been  the  means  of  young 
mari’ied  people  with  a small  family,  where  the  bread-winner  has  joined  the 
colours,  to  find  aci  ommodation  with  parents  or  even  to  seek  for  a smaller  house, 
under  these  circumstances  several  houses  became  vacant  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  and  such  is  likely  to  exist  until  times  become  normal.  Had  this 
not  occurred  then  the  Local  Authority  would  undoubtedly  have  considered  a 
schen)e  under  the  Housing  and  Tovvn  Planning  Act. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Mi-.  Laverick’s  Report,  and  although 
Inspection  of  Dwellings  has  been  conducted  as  usual  and  representations  made, 
yet  during  the  present  crisis  the  Local  Authority  could  not  be  expected  to 
bring  an  undue  amount  of  pressure  on  owners.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  even 
under  ordinai-y  circumstances,  it  would  have  been  unfair  to  bring  undue 
pressure  on  the  small  ownei’s  and  with  the  result  that  the  Local  Authority 
has  given  them  a little  more  latitude  than  usual.  Perhaps  during  the  next 
year  several  of  the  alterations  will  have  been  completed. 

Property  at  Back  Scotland  Gate  which  was  inspected  the  previous  year 
has  been  repaired  and  put  in  a sound  structural  condition.  During  the  year 
in  various  parts  of  the  district  repairs  have  voluntarily  been  done  by  the 
owners  and  are  not  mentioned  in  the  statistics. 

Very  little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  Private  Street  Works. 


Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910. 

Tabular  Siatement  as  required  by  Article  V. 
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lieinarks. 

Other  inspections 

made  recorded 

under  housing. 

Houses  disinfect- 

ed 200.  Schools 
disinfected  17. 

2 cases  of  over- 

crowding Coach 
Koad,  2 (luide 

Post,  and  2 Back 

Scotland  Gate. 

At  heading  o busy 

completing  work 

to  reme  ly 

drainage. 
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Water  supply. 
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54 
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Number  of 

inspections 

made. 

Number  of 
contraventions 
found. 

Number  of 
informal  notices 
by  Inspector. 

Number  of 
contraventions 
remedied. 

Works  Effected. 
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District. 

ClIOPPINGTON 

CuiDK  Post 

Scotland  Cate 

Bedlington 

Sleekburn 

East  Sleekbdkn 
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DAIRIES  AND  CDWSHEDS. 

There  are  42  registered  covvkeepers  and  purveyors  witliiii  the  district, 
having  34  dairies  connected  therewith. 

It  is  not  known  for  butter  to  be  made  for  jjublic  sale. 

The  result  of  notices  have  caused  the  lime-washing  of  19  byres,  in  4 cases 
the  cleansing  of  surroundings,  in  1 case  the  renewing  of  spouting  at  Red  Row, 
and  in  another  case  the  laying  of  several  yar.ls  of  sewer  to  sufficiently  drain 
the  cowshed  at  Bomarsund. 

Th  ree  hundred  and  thirty  cows  have  been  counted  during  the  year,  all  of 
which  are  habitually  grazed. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


Four  common 

lod 

ging  houses  are  on  the  register. 

Number  1. 

4 bedrooms 

and  1 kitchen. 

28  persons, 

2. 

4 

1 „ 

21  „ 

3. 

4 

1 „ 

12  „ 

4. 

3 

1 

14  „ 

Totals 

15 

4 

75 

Notices  have  called  for  the  lime-washing  on  4 occasions,  the  cleansing  of 
yards  and  passages  on  3 occasions,  the  repairing  of  spouting  in  one  case  at 
Walker  Terrace,  and  the  paving  of  1 yard  at  Walker  Terrace. 

On  inquiry  during  the  year  very  few  persons  have  been  resorting  thereto, 
consequently  one  has  been  temporarily  closed  during  the  last  eight  months  of 
the  year.  The  number  occupying  on  last  visit  were  at  number  1 two  persons, 
at  number  2 six  persons,  and  at  number  3 two  persons,  with  number  4 closed. 

There  are  16  registered  slaughter  houses  within  the  district  and  1 licensed. 
It  has  been  necessary  to  call  upon  white-washing  in  two  instances. 

In  the  following  part  of  the  Report  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Johnston, 
Surveyor,  who  has  supplied  me  with  Extracts  from  his  Re})ort  Book  of  work 
done  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Council  have  during  the  whole  year  provided  the  district  with  an 
ample  supply,  and  analysis  show  that  the  high  standard  of  purity  has  been 
maintained.  The  augmented  supply  from  Tynemouth  whereby  water  is  taken 
from  their  main  for  24  hours  every  week  end  has  again  proved  a sound  invest- 
ment. 

The  9"  main  was  laid  for  a distance  of  1387  yards  for  the  j)urpose  of  in- 
creasing the  supply  in  the  Choppington  and  Stakeford  districts  and  with  a view 
to  the  watei'-carriage  system  being  adopted  if  necessary. 

The  3"  pipe  between  Guide  Post  and  High  Cho])pington  was  replaced  by 
603  yards  of  4"  pipes  in  order  to  meet  the  dehciency  which  was  felt  in  these 
areas  during  the  summer  months  when  the  consumption  was  increased  in  other 
parts  of  the  district. 

390  yards  of  3"  pipes  and  52  yards  of  2"  pipes  were  laid  in  various  parts 
of  the  shire. 

The  Service  pipes  laid  include  455  yards  of  1"  pipes,  187  yards  of  f"  pipes 
and  71  yards  of  pipes. 
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150  yards  of  15"  Steel  Tubes  were  laid  between  the  filter  beds  and  intake. 

32  connections  were  made  for  the  supply  of  houses  and  4 additional  pants 
were  fixed  at  Bomarsund. 

The  Plant  has  not  called  for  any  attention  during  the  year. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  Sewer  at  Kast  Sleekburn  has  now  been  completed,  so  that  the  sewer- 
age of  800  houses  from  Bedlington  Station,  Rothesay  and  Victoria  Teri-aces 
are  connected  to  tidal  water. 

A 6-in.  Sewer,  250  yards  in  length,  was  laid  to  the  Moor  Houses  at 
Stakeford. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE. 

Sewers.— 250  yards  6-in.  Pipes  New  sewer  for  Moor  Houses. 

415  „ 12-in.  „ I 

128  ,,  15-in.  ,,  V Outlet  sewer  at  East  Sleekburn. 

1338  „ 18-in.  „ ) 

Water  Mains,  etc. — 

1387  yards  9-in.  C.I.  Pipes  At  Choppington  and  Stakeford. 

603  ,,  4-in.  ,,  Between  Guide  Post  and  High 

Cho})pington. 

T ” !■  Laid  in  various  ijarts  of  the  shire. 

52  „ 2-in.  „ ) 

445  ,,  1-in.  Pipes  At  Whinney  Hill  Cottage. 

187  ,,  f and  71  yards  |^-in.  Pipes  as  Service  Pipes. 

REMOVAL  OF  EXCREMENT  AND  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

There  is  not  much  change  in  the  work  beyond  the  fact  that  the  Council 
have  taken  over  two  additional  contracts  at  Bedlington  Station  during  the 
year,  which  includes  Bank  Top,  Colliery  Rows,  and  the  area  below  the  Station. 
In  certain  cases  Contractors  have  not  done  their  work  as  efficiently  as  desired 
and  this  has  necessarily  demanded  the  attention  of  our  officials  when  their  time 
could  have  been  otherwise  employed. 

LIGHTING. 

13  additional  gas  lamps  have  been  erected  at  various  jiarts  of  the  Lighting 

area. 

ROADS  AND  FOOTPATHS. 

The  Council  continues  to  jjay  attention  to  the  question  of  good  footpaths, 
and  during  the  year  1200  lineal  yards  of  Kerbing  have  been  laid,  chiefiv  at 
Nethei'ton  and  Stakeford. 

4100  lineal  yards  of  I’ar  IRacadam  has  been  laid,  chiefly  at  Netherton 
Village,  Choppington  Station  and  Bedlington.  A length  of  800  yards  was 
resurfaced  at  Cambois. 

Ihiough  the  kindness  of  G.  \\  . Fail,  Esq.,  W . Younger,  Esq.,  and  the 
Bedlington  Co  operative  Society,  the  dangerous  corners  on  the  Netherton  Lane 
and  Shields  road  have  been  widened  and  a suitable  stone  fence  erected. 
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Tlie  dangerous  corner  near  the  Bedlington  Colliery  Sphool  is  at  inesent 
under  consideration  and  this  will  probably  be  improved  in  the  course  of  time. 

Several  Trees  have  been  planted  on  the  Front  Street  during  the  year 
which  will  in  time  greatly  improve  the  ajjpearance  of  the  town. 

HE(!HEATICN  GROUND. 

The  recreation  ground  at  Sleekburn  was  taken  over  by  the  Council  and  a 
considerable  quantity  of  close  paling  was  erected. 

ALLOTMENTS. 

Four  acres  of  land  was  acquired  at  Bomarsund  and  enclosed  by  503  yards 
of  .Military  Fencing. 

'J'he  proposed  Bridge  over  the  Blyth,  between  Blyth  and  Cambois,  whereby 
the  Horse  and  (Jart  Ferry  might  be  abolished  is  at  present  under  consideration 
l)y  the  Harbour  Commissioners.  Of  course  a large  scheme  like  this  takes  a 
considerable  amount  of  time,  even  before  structural  work  can  be  commenced, 
but  probably  something  may  be  done  during  the  coming  year. 

GENERAL  REVIEW  OF  THE  YEAR. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  amount 
of  sickness  which  has  prevailed  throughout  the  year  the  Death  Rate  is  lower 
and  the  Birth  Rate  higher  than  the  previous  year. 

.As  regards  the  question  of  Housing  Improvement  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged that  not  quite  so  much  has  been  done  as  might  have  been  desired,  but 
during  the  jiresent  ci  isis  the  Council  were  justified  in  not  bringing  pressure  on 
owners  under  such  undesirable  circuuistances. 

I beg  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  courtesy  and  co-oper- 
ation in  the  task  which  has  been  set  me  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Trotter. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

VV.  HUDSON,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  B.Hy., 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bedlington, 


April  gth^ 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSBOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 

1-INSPBCTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


PremisGS. 

FACTORIES 

WORKSHOPS 

WORKPLACES 

Total 


Number  of 

Inspections.  Written  Notices.  Prosecutions. 
40  1 None. 

72  10 
20  None.  ,, 


132  1 1 


2-DBFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Referred  to  Number  of 
Particulars.  Found.  Remedied.  H.  M.  Inspector.  Prosecutions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . ...  1 1 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  ..  None. 

Overcrowding  ...  ••  >> 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances  ...  9 9 

1 insufficient 

Sanitary  accommodations  < unsuitable  or  defective 

( not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factor n and  Workshop  Act:  — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (S.  101)  None. 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 
(S.S.  97  to  100) 

Other  offences  (Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 

which  are  included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report)  ,, 


3 — HOME  WORK,  none  applicable  to  this  district. 


4-REGISTBRBD  WORKSHOPS. 


Factories  on  Register  at  the  end  of  year  ...  . ...  ..  |() 

Workshops  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Brick  Works,  Candle  Works,  .-Erated  Water  Works,  Cycle  \^'^orks,  Boot  Factories, 
Sawmills,  Quarries,  .Joinery,  Saddlers,  Blacksmiths,  Sculptors,  Watchmakers, 
Plumbers,  Tailoring,  Dressmaking,  Millinery,  Printing  \Vorks,  Undertaking, 
Hosiery,  Bakeries,  Fish,  Chip  and  Ice  Cream  Shops. 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  106 


5-OTHER  MATTERS. 


Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.  133,  1901)  None. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referreil  by  H.M.  Inspector?  Notified  by  H..M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  ) Limewashiiig  1 

not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.  o)  • - 


UndergrouiKl  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  ; — 
Number  of  Bakehouses 


Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent 
to  H..M  Inspector 


WM.  HUDSON, 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914  and  previous  y 

iVame  of  District^  BRDLINGTO NSHIRE. 


TABLE  11.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1914. 

Name  of  District,  BEDLINGTONSHIRE. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Bedlingtonskire  Urban  District. 

Infant  Mortality. 

1914.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  i Year  of  Age. 

(See  Notes  (a)  at  Back.) 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1 Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

<D 

Cl 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1 Month. 

1-3  Months. 

3-G  Months. 

0-9  Montlis. 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  1 Certifietl 

1U5 

Causes  ( Uncertified 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Small-pox 

Clncken-pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

1 

Erysipelss 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  (6) 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

2 

Meningitis  (not  Tuherculoua) 

Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

7 

10 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 1 

8 

23 

Enteritis 

Castritis 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

Pickets 

1 

1 

Suft’ocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

Congenital  Malformations  (c) 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

19 

1 

4 

24 

2 

2 

1 

29 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

1 

2 

2 

5 

6 

6 

17 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

22 

5 

6 

5 

38 

13 

2G 

19 

9 

107 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


/ legitimate  860. 
( illegitimate  26. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year 


legitimate  infants  99. 
illegitimate  infants  8. 


NOTES  TO  TABLE  IV. 


(a)  The  total  in  the  last  column  of  Table  TV  should  equal  the  total  in 

column  10  of  Table  I,  and  in  column  3 of  lable  111. 

(b)  Under  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  are  to  be  included  deaths  from 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  and  Enteritis  and  from  Tabes  Me.senterica. 

(c)  The  total  deaths  from  Congenital  Malformations,  Premature  Birth, 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus,  should  equal  the  total  in  lable 
III  under  the  heading  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation 
including  Premature  Birth. 

Want  of  Breast  Milk  should  be  included  under  Atrophy  and 
Debility. 

(d)  Kor  references  to  the  meaning  of  any  other  headings  see  notes 

attached  to  Table  III. 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I,  II, 
III  and  IV,  attention  has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 

W.  HUDSON,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  B.Hy., 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

April  gth,  ig/3. 


